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r . ^Coming on heels of Brit arrest of former Nazis, publication of pub opinion 
[ -survey of nationalistic, neo=Nazi, and anti-Semitic trends in Fed Rep has kicked 

‘I ^ «* * * B m i Wi 

j up. first class row in -West Ger« Disney and bitterness of officials and press 

• • . is. in part explainable by fact that findings of survey wore probably accurate— 

and; Gere know ito ' This knowledge and their unwillingness to admit it has, 
however., led to attribution of serins of speculative reasons for publication ■ 

9 f. survey at this time which seems to me most damaging aspect of situation 

s * , • * 1 ■ # : * ♦ 

Timing of release was unquestionably unfortunates This ras something over 

- mn ir i n r i i~ niiiiiMi iwim «— m ^ T . , ^ ^ n nn 

which we had no control once leak had occurred (re Ourtel 3350 Jan 20) but for 

*t ; ' 1 p — ” » 1 ■ 

• ■ which I do not believe 'we should attempt publicly toapologize 0 Many Gere- of 

• * course do not- understand why we did not muzzle press, lie -about survey or refuse 

to release' it 0 We had to exolain that that is not way American democracy 
fuhetionso. . • 

• - .■ . . . We of course recognize .immediate ill effects' produced' by combination of 

, arrests and survey but if is still too early to estimate long range impact which 
> • . .. i n my personal opinion is not likely to prove as dama gLng as presently indie atedo. 
It is, however, true that sensitive and uncertain Ger self-esteem has been 
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,and group favoring close collaboration with W est is hurt by 
implications drawn from fortuitous combination of eventso Rightist 
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. elements moreover have seen "statistically demonstrated” that their position 
has 'augmented popular backings We have acquired a reputation for sly depo- 
sition to those whom we publicly support and doubt has been raised outside . 

. Fed Hep. re Ger utility In defense of free worlde On olher hand, very vehemence 
of denials may require Gere to do some housecleaning on their own,, ’and Chances" 

. hardling of situation has j fia oa g dg forestalled domestic criticism and may . 
t have. improved his .standing politically.. — 

.. Granted impact created by Tirit arrests, it would seem nevertheless 
' that consternation- created by release of survey indicates that misappre=> ; 

: Hensicnis stay .have existed in OS-Fed Rep reLationso That there is a trend- • 

.. ' toward‘nation^lism and a yearning for authoritarian rule in West Qer should .;- 
coine. as a.' shock -to. no one 0 Nationalism is still perhaps strongest force in 
Fur : and authoritarianism' is deep in Ger heritage. We have sought in our ■ 
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. basic .studies on Ger. to convey this .interpretation, • Survey itself shows : 
no startling change’ in sentiments revealed in earlier surveys, which were 

: ’ i • ^cssJ-jdasa 

made piublic at the time, - -. *' ♦. ; 

. That recent trendB as revealed in survey did create stir is, to our 
minds, -indicative that there mqy be an elemsit of unreality in image created 

in bot h Ger and pOBsibly some Amer minds regarding political nature of If est 

RIBUTION 1 • 

0er o Illusions in these natters are a- slippery basis of relations 
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between two countries* Undoubtedly a more realistic outlook could have " 

' been developed in a lees damaging way* But- at least wa are now on bed rock 
and there Is* we. hope# a minimum bf- wishful thinking about political scene ' 
inGermanyp ,\ ... . 

s . . V-'ith thda in mind our problem is . two-foldo One relates to broad policy 
probleir(^-how. without illusion to take fiers foif what they are and calculate ; - 
whit we can. do in our relations with them to further Amer national interests* 

\ s ... .. Second relates -to what;can be’ done here not only, to repair what damage 
®ay have been.. caused by arrests and survey but further to give clearest pbssiblefSa 
.> indication that we have not altered our; determination to admit Ger as ah equal 
• - member, .of .Trestem community*. This is essential if democratic elements in' Ger 
app to receive that encouragdnent necessary' to enable them to grow aid to be 
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v i.s^ren^thenedo. At eame tima* however. Gers must also ’recognize that only through 

* ‘ r ■ 

■. ; ■■■•. yj - ; *••■..•.. • . * . . * •" ■ -c-uv-i 

/''.y jthelr. nsnibership /.in; such a community can’ they achieve that status of eqi&2Aty' * 

^ ; tbat- toey _ncw deiaand* . ' . fe->is«iS£s 

tVents are retiring that renewed fJF* leader shin be exercised to bring this 

• : — r rr— — ' — — — 

community' into bein j* . fS’StlM 

•w- ~ jmaSA&ca* [ \ ViV’ _.i* ■ 

A® Adenauer is .symbol of what we are trying . to achieve in Germany^ his 

JiPs.r-.t4,?h- and his influence could now '.be strengthened at a critical time 
.distribution 

by uo if he were to be invited to visit US at an early date* 






orm AE 1 10 
(Fob 5'2) 



Homo c*. oriolnalfno Qfflco, Person* Namo, and Telophcr.fi No. . *r* 



5571 



jECHET * SOTIUTT IKrOl&ATION 



CLASSIFICATION 

bo mods 

on all copies boloro delivery to .Tologroph Uronch 



fi Feb 52 0?4<H 600. M .. 



^ .-'Vs. 

U.i Sopi. ^ 



coti£'cr QH 

’ CMAKGS TO 
I 

- \ i -fi 

* :■ .. • • i;-: j » • . 



MV *nr W. N, ’ ».y f t VirjNirmt*' V 

euTcom^ 7%iE®> i R-nf£ 



SaDRET 



ST-URITY IUFOIil'ATI Oi'I 

Cl ASSIf (CATION 



CONTUOl NUMBER 



'•RECEDENCt - 



PATE 



Churchill has already been toe re s flayer has announced his. Intention of goings • 

' . add to receive Adenauer in this series of visits would* in my opinion* "be-. 

>. : i^ ' "positive'*contribution we can.now ma^ce herei ( . - 

'• " Timing of visit can be worked out subsequently* but if; announcement of 7 . \'.j 

such an - ; invitation could be made- public by Chine - very- near fhtube tfcwould -.' r - 
have- itemediate benefit* - ‘ 7 . [" ^ 
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